Los Angeles County
Department of Regional Planning

Planning for the Challenges Ahead

Jon Sanabria
Acting Director of Planning

January 11, 2010

TO: Supervisor Gloria Molina, Chair
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas

FROM:

SUBJECT: Board Motion Dated September 22, 2009
Publicizing Limit of One Time Extension for Use Permits

In accordance with the Board of Supervisors’ motion dated September 22, 2009, the
Department of Regional Planning has publicized on its webpage and at the main public counter
that this is now Department practice to only allow one, one year time extension for grants that
include conditional use permits and oak tree permits. It had been past practice to issue multiple
extensions when requested. This practice was found to be in conflict with the Los Angeles
County Zoning Ordinance.

If you have any questions, please call me at (213) 974-6401 Monday through Thursday between
the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 6 p.m.

: JS:SA:mc
c Chief Executive Officer

Acting County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

320 West Temple Street = Los Angeles, CA 90012 » 213-974-6411 - Fax: 213-626-0434 - TDD: 213-617-2292
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Hearing Board of Supervisors Agenda TUESDAV, SEPTEMBER 22, 2009

14. Recommendation as submitted by Supervisors Ridley/Thomas and
Yaroslavsky: Direct the Chief Executive Office’s Injefgovernmental
Relations Branch to support the United States Sghate’s passage of
comprehensive climate change legislation angractively advocate that
provisions which empower localities to achigve significant energy savings
and emissions reductions be included in the final version of Climate Change
legislation; with such provisions to inclidde direct support for local climate
action by allocation of carbon trading’allowances to local governments,
funding for local public transportagfon projects, eligibility of offset credits for
local governments’ efforts that péduce carbon emissions and support for
local government adaption pjénning; and send a five-signature letter to
Senator Barbara Boxer asthe Chair, and Senator James Inhofe as the
Ranking Member, of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee,
to acknowledge Los Axigeles County’s support for Federal Climate Change
Legislation, offer Log’Angeles County’s support and collaboration in
showcasing the efficacy of local government's efforts to promote clean
energy and redy€e the impacts of climate change, and advocate for stated

Motion by Supervisors Ridley-Thomas and Yaroslavsky

Recommendation as submitted by Supervisor Yaroslavsky: Waive the
difference between the full $5,546 Oak Tree permit fee and the actual cost
to the Department of Planning (Department) for processing any oak tree
permits that are filed between July 1, 2009 and December 31, 2009 that:
replaces an expired (or expiring) oak tree permit; does not change the
scope of the proposed development; and relates to an application for only
one single-family home-new or existing-in the Santa Monica Mountains
Coastal Zone; authorize the Department to publicize the fact that the
Department no longer grants multiple extensions of oak tree permits so that
property owners can anticipate and budget for any additional expenses that
may be incurred for all new or replacement oak tree permits that are applied
for on or after January 1, 2010. (09-2222)

Aftachments: Motion by Supervisor Yaroslavsky
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AGN. NO.

MOTION BY SUPERVISOR ZEV YAROSLAVSKY September 22, 2009

Under the Los Angeles County zoning code, the Department of Regional
Planning (“Department”) may grant only a single one-year extension to the life of an oak
tree permit before it expires for lack of use. Until recently, however, the Department

often granted multiple extensions in violation of the cdunty code.

—

Property owners in the Santa Monica Mountains Coastal Zone have been

parﬁculérly affected by no longer being able to get multiple extensions because they

must receive a coastal development permit from the California Coastal Commission

before they can use their oak tree permit. As a result of the lengthy delays that property

e

e

owners currently face during Coastal Commission and other regulatory agency review, it

is extremely difficuit for a property owner of even one single-family parcel to finish the

permitting process”a_u_;i;é ﬂt.he three year period (including the extension) that an oak
tree permit normally lasts. |

My office was recently contacted by two such property owners whose extension
requests were recently denied. In both of their cases, the Department estimated that the
actual cost of proceséing their oak tree permits was only $858 since most of the
relevant information had already been obtained and staff analysis had already been

conducted. Nevertheless, both property owners were being asked to pay the full $5,546
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- oak tree permit fee.

Forcing these property owners to pay the fill permit fee despite the fact that this

fee would exceed the actual cost to the Department of processing their permit by $4,688

| is profoundly unfair. The county should rectify this inequity by waiving the difference in
permitting fees between the actual cost to the Department and the officially listed fee,
particularly since these property owners had no prior warning that they would be unable
to obtain extensions of their permits as they had previously been able to do.

I, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors waive the difference
between the $5,546 listed fee and the actual cost to the Department of processing that
permit for any oak tree permits that are filed between July 1, 2009 and December 31,
2009 that replace an expired (or expiring) oak tree permit, do not change the scope of
the proposed development, and relate to an application for only one single-family

~ home—new or existing—In the Santa Monica Mountains Coastal Zone.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Department publicize the fact that they no longer
grant multiple extensions of oak tree permits so that property owners can anticipate and
- budget for any additional expenses that may be incurred for all new or replacement oak

tree permits that are applied for on or after January 1, 2010.

BS S:WMotions\OTP Fee Waiver
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Los Angeles that, for any oak tree permit application filed between July 1,
2009 and Decamber 31, 20009 that replaces an expired or expiring oak tree permit, that
does not change the scope of the propesed deveiopment, and that relates to an
application for only one single-family new or existing home in the Santa Monica
Mountains Ceastal Zone, the Beard of Supervisors shall waive the difference between
the $5,548 appiication fee set forth in the County Code and the actual cost to the
Depariment of processing the oak tree permit application; and

NOW, FURTHER Bc i'? RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors direct the
Department to publicize the fact that they no longer grant multiple extensions of oak tree
permifs so that propemf owners can anticipate and budget for any additional expenses
that may be incurred for all new ¢r lepiacerrent ogk tree permits that are applied for on
or after Janueary 1, 2010.

The feregoing resciution was adopted onthe .7 day of wyarases
the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles an and ex officio the govemmg
body of all other special assessment and taxing districts, agencies, and authorities for
which said Beard also acts.

SACHI A. HAMAI, Executive Officer-
Cierk of the Board of Supervisors of
the County of L.os Angeles

Besuis
APPROVED AS TO FORM:

ROBERT E. KALUNIAN
Acting County Counsel

Deputy

HOA644719.1



Hearing Board of Supervisors Statement Of Proceedings September 22, 2009

Ayes: 4-  Supervisor Molina, Supervisor Ridley-Thomas,
Supervisor Yaroslavsky and Supervisor Knabe

Noes: 1- Supervisor Antonovich

Attachments: Motion by Supervisors Ridley-Thomas and Yaroslavsky
Chief Executive Officer Memo

16.  Recommendation as submitted by Supervisor Yaroslavsky: Waive the
difference between the full $5,546 Oak Tree permit fee and the actual cost to
the Department of Planning (Department) for processing any oak tree permits
that are filed between July 1, 2009 and December 31, 2009 that: replaces an
expired (or expiring) oak tree permit; does not change the scope of the
proposed development; and relates to an application for only one single-family
home-new or existing-in the Santa Monica Mountains Coastal Zone; authorize
the Department to publicize the fact that the Department no longer grants

- multiple extensions of oak tree permits so that property owners can anticipate
and budget for any additional expenses that may be incurred for all new or
replacement oak tree permits that are apphed for on or after January 1, 2010.
(09-2222)

On motion of Supervisor Yaroslavsky, seconded by Supervisor Knabe,
this item was approved.

Ayes: 5-  Supervisor Molina, Supervisor Ridley-Thomas,
- Supervisor Yaroslavsky, Supervisor Antonovich and
Supervisor Knabe

Attachments: Motion by Supervisor Yarosiavsky V

16.  Recommendation as submitted by Supervisor Knabe: Declare September 21
through 27, 2009 as “National Employ Older Workers Week” throughout Los
Angeles County and encourage employers to actively recruit and hire older
workers from this valuable pool of candidates. (09-2217)

On motion of Supervisor Knabe, seconded by Supervisor Yaroslavsky,
this item was approved.
Ayes: 5- Supervisor Molina, Supervisor Ridley-Thomas,
Supervisor Yaroslavsky, Supervisor Antonovich and
Supervisor Knabe

Attachments: Motion by Supervisor Knabe

17.  Recommendation as submitted by Supervisor Knabe: Declare September 21
through 27, 2009 as “Fall Prevention Awareness Week” throughout Los
Angeles County. (09-2216)

On motion of Supervisor Knabe, seconded by Supervisor Yaroslavsky,
this item was approved.
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AGN. NO.

MOTION BY SUPERVISOR ZEV YAROSLAVSKY September 22, 2009

Under the Los Angeles County zoning code, the Department of Regional
Planning (“Department”) may grant only a single one-year extension to the life of an oak
tree permit before it expires for lack of use. Until recently, however, the Department
often granted multiple extensions in violation of the county codve.

Property owners in the Santa Monica Mountains Coastal Zone have been
particularly affected by no longer being able to get multiple extensions because they
must receive a coastal development permit from the California Coastal Commission
before they can use their oak tree permit. As a result of the lengthy delays that property
owners currently face during Coastal Commission and other regulatory agency feview, it
is extremely difficult for a property owner of even one single-family parcel to finish the
permitting process during the three year period (including the extension) that an oak
tree permit normally lasts.

My office was recently contacted by two such property owners whose extension
requests were recently denied. In both of their cases, the Department estﬁnated that the
actual cost of processing their oak tree permits was only $858 since most of the
relevant information had already been obtained and staff analysis had already been

conducted. Nevertheless, both property owners were being asked to pay the full $5,546
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oak tree permit fee.

Forcing these property owners to pay the full permit fee despite the fact that this
fee would exceed the actual cost to the Department of processing their permit by $4,688
is profoundly unfair. The county should rectify this inequity by waiving the difference in
permitting fees between the actual cost to the Department and the officially listed fee,
particularly since these property owners had no prior warning that they would be unable
to obtain extensions of their permits as they had previously been able to do.

I, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors waive the difference
between the $5,546 listed fee and the actual cost to the Department of processing that
permit for any oak tree permits that are filed between July 1, 2009 and December 31,
2009 that ‘replace an expired (or expiring) oak tree permit, do not change the scope of
the propose_d development, and relate to an application for only one single-family
home—new or existing—In the Santa Monica Mountains Coastal Zone.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Department publicize the fact that they no longer
grant multiple extensions of oak tree permits.so that property owners can anticipaté and
budget for any additional expenses that may be incurred for all new or replacement oak

tree permits that are applied for on or after January 1, 2010.

BS S:Wotions\OTP Fee Waiver



A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
REGARDING THE WAIVER OF
CERTAIN LAND USE APPLICATION FEES

WHEREAS, under the Los Angeles County Zoning Code ("County Cade"), the
Department of Regional Planning ("Department”) may grant only a single one-year
extension to the life of an oak tree permit before it expires for lack of uge; and

WHEREAS, until recently, the Department often g nted multiple extensions for
these pemits:notwithstanding the limitation in the Caun aid

WHEREAS, properly owners in‘the Santa Morica'M
been pa i by being disallowed from 6kt

eceive a coastal developme
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 before they can use their oak free permit
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WHEREAS, the waiver of the aforementioned fee is authorized by County Code
section-22.60.110.

HOA 6447191



NOW, THEREFQRE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Los Angeles that, for any oak tree permit application filed between July 1,
2609 and December 31, 2009 that replaces an expired or expiring oak tree permnt that
does not change the scope of the proposed development, and that relates to an’
application for only one single-family new or existing home in the Santa Monica
Mountains Coastal Zone, the Board of Supervisors shall waive the difference between
the $5,546 application fee set forth in the: County Code and the actual cost to the
Depariment of processing the oak tree permit application; and

NOW, FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors direct the
Department to publicize the fact thatt no longer- gra mu!tipie extens:ons of opak tree:
permits so that property owners, ¢ pate-and budge '
that may be incurred for all new-or replacement oak treeperr
or:after January 1, 2010,

The foregamg resolution was ac
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y-of all other spi

‘which said Board also acts.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Acting County Counsel
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